
SurvØY was developed over four years as a contemporary artist ‘island almanac’, surveying 

and monitoring scales of change in the context of the island environment of Papa Westray, 

one of the most northern Orkney islands.

Islands are highly sensitive to changing natural ecosystems, in relation to weather, land and 

sea. Change is magnified and intense, observed and recorded phenological data is a vital 

indicator for future trends. For SurvØY artists Saoirse Higgins and Jonathan Ford measured, 

monitored, observed, recorded, collected and archived change. Weather change, daylight 

change, climate change, sea level change, reactions to change, tidal change, migratory 

change (in birds), geological change and seasonal change. Working with and within an island, 

this artist-led survey challenges notions of island time, island identity, and the cyclical/orbital 

nature of an island environment.

In particular, the exhibition focuses on a year-long cycle looking at multiple viewpoints for 

resilient, caring, adaptive systems, providing a benchmark for future generation islanders, 

islands and communities in times of rapid environmental change. It is placed in the historical 

and cultural context of long-term island surveys by pioneers such as Praeger, Tim Robinson 

and Murdoch McKenzie, along with landscape poets and film makers such as Nan Shepherd, 

Margaret Tait, Isabel Hutchinson, Hans Jürgen von der Wense.  

SurvØY manifests in the coming months as an exhibition with limited edition vinyl; an online 

transmission from Orkney as Holm Sound, an offshoot of Oyfestivalpapay; and a SurvØY 

journal publication.

Saoirse Higgins is an artist, educator and researcher looking at our inter-scalar positioning 

and energy orbits in the context of the Anthropocene, islands and surrounding seas. She 

completed her practice-based PhD in 2020 at The Glasgow School of Art. 

Jonathan Ford is an artist, the Papay ranger, a curator of feathers, bird folklorist, dialect 

collector, director of a festival of islands, sculptor, writer, and performance artist. 

Supported by Creative Scotland
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1.  Strewn Field (not naturally occurring) 
 Fragments of a meteorite 
 
 445 individual pieces of flint, retrieved   
 from the South Kruive of the Holm of    
 Papay,  by boat from the Old Pier, Nouster.   
 Cryptocrystalline quartz, ship ballast or   
 glacial arrival.

2. Star Field Archival Pigment Print 
 
 The sky before it falls to the land. Whence   
 the meteorite came. Outside Midhouse,   
 South Wick, Papay. Looking West at    
 1.00am, 13th December 2021.

3. Limpet Fieldline Archival Pigment Print 

 Limpet tidemark on the Equinox. When   
 the sea and the land balance along a    
 line of shells. The Old Pier at Nouster,   
 Papay, 22nd March 2023.

4. Impact Field Archival Pigment Print 

 A place of landing, the epicenter of impact.
 Crater number 34 of 273, shell originated   
 from HMS Nelson, stationed off the North   
 West coast of Papay.

5. Flint #10 of 445, 3D scan 14s HD film 
 
 Largest fragment found to date. Retrieved   
 from the South Kruive of the Holm of Papay.

6. SurvØY Tools - Stabs Measurer 
 Islander one metre fence post gap template

7. SurvØYers -Y Axis Archival Pigment Print
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8.  Papay Place Name Survey (1986) Photocopy 
  of Island Blueprint. Scale 1:10 000 
  
 Reproduced with kind  permission from Karl   
 Cooper, Orkney.

9. Papay Field Recordings 7 Hour Stereo Field   
 Recordings 
 
 Island sound survey in various locations and   
 times from January to September 2021. 
 Recorded by the SurvØYers, with field   
 recorder and audio moth.

10. Phaseis - Coast To Coast 
 Island edge - West - The Lesses of Maybo to 
 Seams Helly Archival Pigment Prints & Fathomer 

 Underwater camera drops from creel boat   
 Dawn Harvest. 

 E 59 24.146’N 002 54.491’W
 F 59 24.339’N 002 52.250’ W 
 
 Expedition with SurvØYers, Dr. Joanne Porter,  
 islander Taya Dodman, fisherman Douglas  
 Hourston.

 Fathomer - measuring the depths of the sea.   
 MPA expedition.

11. Phaseis - Coast To Coast 
 Edge Islands Archival Pigment Prints 

 I – St.Boniface Iron Age Midden (2021)
 
 II - Surhoose Edge with Sand Martin Nest Holes 
 (2021) 
 
 III - Maggie’s Seat, South Wick (2021) 

 IV - Maggie’s Seat, South Wick (2022)
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12.  SurvØY Tools - Anemometer 
 Gauging the winds  

13. Compass Drawings Ink on paper 
  
 12 Degrees of an Island Year. Arrivals and    
 their influences. Windsock seismograph data
 Created by SurvØYers, drawn by Jonathan    
 Ford.

14. A Land Constellation - Built by the Fathom    
 Survey Discs and Marine Rope 
 
 North Hill Grazers common land dyke survey    
 map. The dividing line, between the birds and   
 the people. 

15. Phaseis - Coast To Coast 
 Island edge - East - From Rattlie Geo    
 to Kirk Geo Archival Pigment Print, Antler and   
 Fishing Line Winder

 Underwater camera drops from creel boat    
 Dawn Harvest. 

 G 59 23.746’N 002 50.613’W
 
 Expedition with SurvØYers, Dr. Joanne Porter,   
 islander Taya Dodman, fisherman Douglas   
 Hourston.
  
 Fishing line winder (Sula in Faroese) - Ina’s hoose,   
 Papay.

16. Bathyscope 7m 58s HD film and adapted    
 aquascope 
 
 Recorded under the sea by the Horsie Hoose,   
 Holm of Papay. Filmed and edited at sea by    
 Saoirse Higgins.

17. SurvØYers -X Axis Archival Pigment Print

18. Fowl Craig Archival Pigment Prints
  
 The Craig Y. Edge survey of the North Eastern   
 coastline of Papay from the North sea on the 
 creel boat ‘Dawn Harvest’ with fisherman    
 Douglas Hourston. 

19. Fowl Craig Archival Pigment Prints
  
 The Craig X. The Northern land/sea divide. Aerial   
 survey. Where the sea describes the land, where   
 the land accepts the sea, unwittingly and under   
 duress. 

20.  Vindr auga - the wind’s eye Found Windsocks 
 
 A tail wind  
 A tale wind 
 A wind tale 
 A wind tail

 Windsock One - Date of expiration - 2nd Nov 2020,   
 Winds 40 mph average N to NW  
 
  

 Windsock Two - Date of expiration - 12th December  
 2021, Winds 54mph average N to NW  
 
 Windsock Three - Date of expiration - 5th January  
 2022, Winds 38mph N to NW 

 Windsock Four - Date of expiration - 24th   
 November 2023, Winds 55mph N to NW

21. Islandchronology = X 45min 4K projection 
 
 From the Island core to the surrounding seas.  
 Time-lapse, wave-lapse, light-lapse, sea-lapse  
 land-lapse relapse collapse Magnifying, reducing, 
 expanding, contracting, breathing, inhale,exhale.
 Created by SurveyØYrs, Edited by Fionn McArthur

22.  SurvØY Tools - Sextant 
 Navigating the stars and seas

23. SurvØY Tools - Vasculum 
 Feather Collector 

24. Oversea, the island = Y 45min 4K projection 

 Sunwise birdseye circumnavigation beginning  
 and ending at Fowl Flag, the North pole of Papay.  
 With a diversion to the Holm of Papay along the  
 way. Created by the SurveyØYrs, Edited by Fionn  
 McArthur.

 

 SurvØY Merchandise Shop  
 Scan here to order 
 
 Limited Edition 7” Vinyl £50  
 Limited Edition T-Shirt £20  
 Set of 4 Pin Badges £5


