
 

Season of Photography 2026 is a celebration of photography in Scotland running 1 September – 20 

December 2026, with the aim of highlighting and promoting the diversity and abundance of photography 

exhibitions and events taking place across the country. The Season will embrace exhibitions and events 

at galleries, national and regional museums, photography festivals, Higher Education institutions, and 

alternative spaces and artists-run initiatives. It will feature a range of contemporary and historical work.  

The full programme of events is hosted using the year-round resource Photo Networks Scotland. The 

Season of Photography embraces the breadth and multiplicity of photographic practice in its various 

forms. Its goal is to broaden audience reach by encouraging new connections and widening the networks 

of photography in Scotland.  

More information through the links at https://photo-networks.scot/ 

New exhibitions launching during the Season include a solo exhibition by Scottish Zimbabwean artist 

Sekai Machache The Divine Sky at the Wardlaw Museum, University of St Andrews, and at National 

Galleries of Scotland: Portrait, the presentation of a new Indepen-dance commission with Flannery 

O'kafka, Same Dance, Different Song, representing Scotland's Disabled Community through Dance. The 

Glasgow School of Art present The Married Life of Atoms featuring work by Harry Kerr and Danielle 

McLeod (Reid Gallery) through the Harry Kerr Bursary supporting early career photographers (curated by 

Christina McBride and Martha McCulloch); and a major solo show by Jill Posener Stage and Street, the 

British photographer who documented feminist activism and culture in the 1970s and 1980s (curated by 

Dr Laura Guy). Street Level Photoworks host the Jerwood/Photoworks Awards 5, with work by Roman 

Manfredi and Sayuri Ichida, and a number of offsite exhibitions including Robert H. King, exploring sight 

loss, memory and identity at Trongate 103; New Narratives in Photography featuring work by four young 

artists from Pakistan (in association with GRAIN Projects, Midlands) at Hillhead Library in Glasgow; 

Mandela in Glasgow by Jeremy Sutton-Hibbert at Glasgow City Chambers; and Photoautomat: 

Berlin/Glasgow, a participatory project with photographer Simon Murphy. 

Glasgow Women’s Library in partnership with The Glasgow School of Art and Street Level Photoworks 

will partner on the third Annual Maud Sulter Lecture which coincides with Black History Month 2026 with 

guest speaker Joy Gregory, a multi-media artist and author of Shining Lights: Black Women 

Photographers in 1980s-90s Britain at Reid Lecture Theatre at GSA. 

The Season sees the participation of AGITATE, a grassroots photography community based in Edinburgh, 

who will provide a dynamic programme for the 2026 Season of Photography, including FILM UND FOTO 

KLUB with a screening of Peter Hujar's Day (2025), PROTOTYPE open studio, and other events involving 

their members in making and sharing.  Island Darkroom in Lewis are hosting participatory events with 

Morwenna Kearsley, and with the Sustainable Darkroom, in learning how to create your own Cyanotype 

Animations with Edd Carr. A listing for Scotland’s darkroom and analogue facilities for photography in the 

Island Darkroom resource, the Scottish Analogue Directory, will be added to throughout the Season, 

giving some insight into the increased interest in the tangible making of photography. 

An Lanntair in Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis exhibit Cearns by Deljeem Rai, a Nepalese photographer 

based in Glasgow and Lewis, presenting a portrait of a working class housing estate which challenges 

traditional ideas of island life in the Outer Hebrides. Highland based FLOW Photofest will be 

collaborating with the Nordic Photography Network to produce an exhibition as part of the Bicentennial of 

Photography campaign, featuring work from LVII Photography Collective at Eden Court Theatre. LVII 

photographers feature also in the FLOW Photofest exhibition River Connections: Logie and its Environs in 

Forres as part of Findhorn Bay Festival.  
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At Stallan-Brand in Glasgow, Daniele Sambo and Giovanni Sambo present Nove Viste: Memories from 

Venice, using cameras obscuras to discuss the disappearance of our city centres, memory (personal and 

collective), in time. Glasgow Gallery of Photography continue in their colour series with Pink, alongside 

the month long thematic exhibitions including Urban and Time. Also in Glasgow at SaltSpace, catch the 

short run of John Sanger’s ‘Ideas of Him', exploring growing up without a father. 

There are also several exhibitions and events which flow into the Season - the first major survey shows of 

Jillian Edelstein ‘Among People’, at Stills, Edinburgh); City Arts Centre, Edinburgh, continues with 

Sandra George ‘Start from the Level’ an artist who devoted her life to working with communities, 

documenting and developing vital social-action projects for over thirty years, in partnership with 

Craigmillar Now. At Royal Scottish Academy, Edinburgh there is Catherine Opie: To Be Seen, the first 

solo exhibition of Opie’s work in Scotland; and Wendy McMurdo: The Digital Mirror, an exhibition of 

McMurdo’s ground-breaking photographic work exploring the evolving role of computers in children’s 

lives, continues at National Galleries of Scotland: Portrait. With a focus on the history of photography, 

Perth Art Gallery presents ‘The Dark Room’, exploring the development of photography through twenty 

striking lightbox displays. The acclaimed National Galleries of Scotland exhibition, ‘Alfred Buckham: 

Daredevil Photographer’ also continues at Historic Environment Scotland’s Duff House in Banff, 

Aberdeenshire. In PhotoDalkeith RSA200 held at Dalkeith Palace, a landmark photography exhibition 

traces the development of Scottish photography across two centuries starting with the work of David 

Octavius Hill, with historic works shown alongside new commissions created specifically for the 

exhibition by Academician Calum Colvin, Caroline Douglas, and Irvine and Spence. 

Stirling Photography Festival’s varied programme around the theme of ‘Journey’, includes solo 

exhibitions by Fabrizio Gianni A Life in Cinema and Fashion Photography (Arthouse, Macrobert Arts 

Centre, University of Stirling); Ted Leeming If Place Mirrors Who We Are, What Does It Reflect? (Foyer, 

Macrobert Arts Centre, University of Stirling); the RPS Documentary Awards Touring Exhibition (The 

Smith Art Gallery and Museum, Stirling), and Rebels and Renegades at Tolbooth, Stirling, by award 

winning music photographer Jill Furmanovsky (presented in partnership with Street Level Photoworks).  

There will be exhibitions and events added as the Season unfolds from regional venues and places, such 

as North Lanarkshire Heritage Centre in Motherwell, Platform in Easterhouse, and Scotland’s mobile 

cinema The Screen Machine. Follow the Season’s listings on Photography Networks Scotland for 

activities as they unfold.  

Photography Scotland is an informal group made up of individuals representing galleries, museums, 

artist-led initiatives, educational establishments, and others active in the photography sector across 

Scotland. It aims to encourage communication, networking and collaboration in order to amplify the 

voice for photography in Scotland for the benefit of audiences and practitioners. The group meets 

quarterly and coordinates an annual Season of Photography to promote activity taking place from 

September to December each year. 

For general enquiries about Photography Networks in Scotland site please email: mailto:info@photo-

networks.scot. For enquiries on specific exhibitions listed in the Season of Photography please follow the 

links in the relevant post to contact the gallery or organisation hosting. 
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